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UFTOLX RIOZOLVES BOUSE,

(Reporﬁ by Arthur H. Tuoker June 1924.)

For the averaze man, who will stop & minute when paazing the
old house on Adams Strest, Kilton, which has long been czlled the
"Suffclk Resclves House® there are many things to ncte resording the
pullding itself, which awake the curiosity, and the desire to Imow

something of the life story of the old house, and the chenges snd glter-
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ticne, if ony, which it has experizanced since first it become & useful
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cr humzn activity.
To 3uch & man, standing on the side walk, and locking, for

ingtznce, at the south side uprer winldowsvwhich face the next bulliing

or the ezuth, 1t 1s rzloin thot there is a 2iffzrenfe in those four

virdews.
They =11 bave the hesvy s0lld Ircmes which were ths uzual
conetruction one hunidrcd and Fifty ysars ago, -nd show a2t the four

cornera the iz pins whick held the ponderous things together. Bui
goms 0F thz framss have allla with rlain edgee. Somz fraomes a2xiend up
20 2nd intersect with the cormice, others'a:e‘shc:ter end zre kepi
below the cornice. Some of theae four &ihdows have saches with filtsen
lizhts, cthers with twenty-four lightse, and still others with twelve

liznts. Some of the windows are very thin, less than one inch, othera

are thicrer. Some of the glass is vary poor quality, full of wavy

.plzses, and lrregularxr surfaces, especlally that in the two fifteen

lizht windows next the rear of the.houss. =~ _
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It vill zleo be ncticed thot ell the clerboards ncer theps four win-
dove are of hend erlit woold, cut Iror clesr straight grezin hsert of
the n:tive pine, which in the ezrly desye vze used for that pu:poeé,
end thet the ends of these clapbourdis are =:zde tc lep over euch
other, Zcrxing & sort of eylice, throush whichk woter or wind cannot
Zind ite way.

LEut or closer inspection 4t eprecre thzt the clerbozrds in
pne spece (petween the two vindowe noxt the reer) are Siffercnt from
any of trpe others, in that the lover edcep ore prezmented by & roundeld
beBd about one-kelf Inch in widih. Thie feoture does not occur e¢lse—

““here on the duilding..

Oz pessing around the reur of the hcuse it ie noticed that
the other two sindows oI the_uppe: =tory (one or back &nd one oz north)
ere the same eize zs the fif;gen light ores on the soutk, end that

~theee four winﬁowe.compride ell the windowe 1p ;h&t one roowm. Looking
L &gain frcmézheaeidewalk‘at.the two south slde upper windows next to
- the Adars Otreet I{ront, 41 will be secn on close scrutiny that the
uprer glass in thess two windows extends about six inchee above the
.fplasteféduceiling of the room within. Tkis is not very qoticqab;é
from the outside, as the wood vielble through .the window glass has
?ﬁﬁpurpongiygbsen;painted bleck to conceal it from observation, but it
. o8n . beiééen even from the outside that the window ehzdes areihungv,ﬂ

R

. -8bout six 1nches below the tcpe of ihe windows.
/;<;w ... This.extraordinsry procseding on the pert of the builder

. 4n thoee daye, .in having the windows sc.ruch too tig for the room
that aypocket hzd to be provided zbove the pelling to accomodate the

z‘f‘-’}.‘)’f".’?"ﬁlﬁl:s.iz*. L
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extre size, is more easlly eeer on the ineide of the house than from
the sidewnlk, end it occure ornly ir theee two south side windowe, end
the tvc next to them around the ccorner on the Adcrme Street front. |
There i1s one other unueuel thing wkich w2y be noticed when
looking at the roof cf the hovse, froz the crposite eide of Adame
gsreet, The houee has the lov pitched hip recof very comrnonly seen ir
the ¢id housee cf the esrlvy rericd, ruat this roof ie nct eymmetrriceal.
The gouth end 4g much eiveeper illen iue nerth, The rzftere ere three
feei zhirier. The hipe zt tkhe rorth ere pleced at the 45 ° enp-le which

ig the ueual and proper place for ther. On the scuth hip, however, the

top rdd of the hip rafter is three feet from where it belongs, making

» wuoh steeper pitoch on that south slope of the roof, which rune back

over the ell part of the houee.
' The aversge man by this time hae begun to question whetiher

any houee having these peculiarities, could ever heve been constructed

88 one complete houae;*énd at eny one time, or vhether he sees & build-

ing which has ékperiehoed very radical phyaicai‘aiteraxioné;A'

T - - Passing within the main hall which extends from front to rear

of the house, with its broad stairs end hand fluted balusters, there®

opens wpon the left or north eide, on both first and second stories, &

spacious room more than seventeen Teat squers; each room -having four=iY .

windows =md a°fireplace. Notice that these rooms, and hall) and 1iftle
hell‘chamber, 411 hiave thin hand made doors, each having eix panels:’
Op “Le south eide of the hall, the tro rooms on the street floor, end

_.e twoeouth ocnambers over them have doors, in general much the same .
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type, but having conly four panels.

+

There are two doors in the main hell, just inside the Lronti
door, one passing to the roox on the noritk Bide tkrouzh & partiticn
wbich 1e Built not much over three inchee in thickneses, as war ueasl
in the coloricl house. The other dccr pesaing $o0 the roorm on the
south cide throush & portition built quite differently, #e wuskh :zg
eevern or eiznht inchee in thickmese, the rezeon for whish will Lo ezexn
later.

The soutk half of the kouse coneiste of four roouzs twe below
and two ebove (pee plzns) sepsreted on enck fleor by the huge chinmey
/K&x‘feet wide, cafh of the fcur rooms bheving & fireplsce. The little
-ﬂall,“between rooms on ecch floor, hae its little win2ing efeircaecs )
tucked in sgzin:zt the chimney, civing pzassaze from atreest flcor to %}
second floor, and up &azain to the attic, =nd dcenwerd =leo to ocellar, k
in the way 80 comronly used in entrance nells of the emsll housee of
New England, in the eighteenth century. *~ - = - - .ova e

#7000 0 In 4¢his 1ittle south ballrsy there is & window which seenms

to h&#e been placed there se an slteration ati some time. The plestering

ia.patdhed in, s11 the way up:&nd down the side casing, -angd L big patch

‘as wlde as the winﬁow and extending below it_to the flnor. ev*dcntly "é
“wms’ done ax aamuch later dsté than the 0ld hard plaster alongeida.,!hia g
"3 The” p_ane whewe 1% naturnlly Fonld be Bxpected to see un entronce f
doc=wey, coming in to this 1ittle .hell with 1is crookel nsrrow staira ;L
- rront -ané its doors leading at’ right end left intp the nain xooms ‘%é
“on” ani{ér BLRe n o wril sy celf, aprarete oo clslined fes f%

t:r4hf-wr- The oeilinga of the Tirst floor. zoome in' this souih half BTe
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about sever inchee lower than thome in the mein front hall end lerge
north rodm, eo that in paseing through the door on the seconc floor
from the maln hell to the south chrzzmber & etep of sevsn or eight inches
ie provided iu that door way, wand the ceilinp o thie soutk chember is
pulled dcwn half & foot over the top of £l1) 1i1e windows &b wag weiore
observsd fror the extcricr of {hs house.

Crering the betltvered cdoor ittt iip hond wroughki E hin ece wnd
hand wedz thud lztceh, end pacoling up the vinding steire o thc ztillic
floor, the skeleten of the house 1z 1-id Tore. Zven (hose wRe bove
di{fergg roct widely in thedir oplnions regarding the origin and hkistcory

/A;vthiq,;ld.house.Awill_hare azree, that bstween the century olid cobwebs
sﬁspcg@iqg themsclves between the raftere, ond ithe accuwulsticr of
»héferialé sﬁcreé,in this attle, “thare ie very litdle room leit Jor the
averags men 10. .equirrm bimself about witk suificient complacercy to make

e el IS

The Tirst nbservaticn that he s3hould meke, however, is thnt“,

observations. ... .. . .. oy o<

;gha south Relf of the.hOuee 18 or wae formexly, flocre& all over ‘with
e single thiokneae of wiaa.bohrda..mhe socond ie that- the nortk nalf -

RS S

wasg neverqfloo:ed over. and unlese he uses great 0ETE Cne OX both ol

-» Qt/ .'np.- 3 RaaT
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‘ ?hin Ieet till.certtinly 80 through 1he thin kand split lauhing cf thc

aealing 1ntc‘the room below. The diffe*snce 1n Ilocring only 1£,de to*w L
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_ the diaccve:y ot other di’ferenoes in the iwo portions:of the houae.‘

Al N e -

_Tke south half {arxd by thie ie meant that pert eouth of, but

it inalﬁ.ing the Dain hall) vas unifornly built of hend heun PEX

EE e

timberg, oomprising a8 unit by 1teelf s~pa:ata and‘diatinot fIOL the

A

1north half (meaning the main hall and the roezs ocpening off it to the“

y
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nortl - Bcz plenc) walech wes uniformly built of nill zzvwel chesinut
ar:d ozl timbere, somewhatl larger in slize.

The twve hip: ot the nert:t end of the house Love ilieir lower
ende rect:ing con gheo>t giout tirbere seccursd in a suvelwiticl muirer
t0 the horizenptol timhere ruwnning wicug the top of the welle 1o supnert
tre roof. Thneee horizontil vilboese dre somelives cznileld lihe ®rlotee®,
en? theze orn the coutl portlion ¢f tue heuse are sel et & lover level,
about Iuur or five dnches, tlioo tLosc of the nexrth portion.

The scuth hip Ze not 2o well secures to the ®plste®, nor in
tfi):ame meniner, &8 iocse &t ihe north end, snd the ioner enld of ths
© Ldp zuprort Le 1:ft unmeccureld. The sunme 48 true of the rafter next to
$n2 scuitk ip on the Adore Sireet cide.

) The Lkant hewn “ﬁlaté? ci the poull pdrmion ie noi only sone
four ¢r five inches beler the =il sawei‘"plate" ol the nerih pertion,
but ot the point where the two “platee® meet on the fiznms Etreet fromt,
1t ehows that the tvc perts ¢f the uilding ETE notY oOne contemporaﬂeoue
whele, bLt thut the hzrc Lown frame ¢©f the soutkh portlien of the house
wss buils fi:ct ;ni Lt scre *ator periud an enlarg ent wiB made cn

N

1ts norgh side by ald 1ng »he mill sawei frame atructurc, wn*ch 1nc1udes

the main hall ard the twc 1arge nurth Tooms.
- ‘ The wall boex d*”b Buill rawsing und¢eturbed on wh&t waa formerly

ihe uri rioT aall ct ~th *uer soutn pcruion of the houee, vhzre .he

/nL; orticn wag a_de“ on. ”hie bo,rding is seen £il the WY 4cross

\*»»/

x>

)

mne b_ilding nhere the newer joine ‘he oluer perte, end er};a*na the

th‘oh pav»it¢on ot *ch was nc.ed in inc h&lis below.
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Sheet 7.
It will &lso be nciiced thst sczetlhing, oxr esverel thince,
h:=ve herpened to0 the rocf, eince i1t wze first built, The escuih ki

rzfter, and tte opposite vulley rofter on the rear, sre cf the later
type savn timber, cut in wher the enlergement vae mode tc the ozipingl
houvee, and offer an explancticn of the unueusl sngzle of thie hip, The i
Giflerence in width betweer the c¢2d tullding (eixteen feet) eng thr
rever a2dition (twentv-one fecti) rmede it neceeszry to place the hip at
& sherper angle than the uwsucl 456, )
Ae B protection tc tke oelling below, there have been laid
dovr ae & partisl end temperery ettic flooring, er old four panel docr
""ke those ueed in portione of the south heif of the house, zlso eome

R
pzrrow panelled vindow shutterse, esuch as were used in the 0id days as

P ——— o~

interior caserent shutters. The four panel door can eatlly be accounted
for, but where did those nerrov panelled, white pairtel shutters, with
" their hand made H hinges, cpme frow? Search thus far dose not rewezl
any place of attachment for these hingea on the wirmdowe of the house.

¥ill some more observing obrerver discover, and explain their origin

and comnection with this house? Tl
z»;‘;“ 'Anofhar queér thing in the attic cannot esospe notice, and
“that 13 the wtnding top ©of the eteirway, which is turned in such a wey — ¢

thaf the top step comes<under the low edge of the root where only i i

e owo feet in height'le aveilsble. The Tirst thought is that there

rmust have been B third etory here which wea leter removed end roof.
/’ﬁ gred. But the frame of the building does not ‘permit the approval of 51;
thia theory, and one hae té look on the floor below for an etplanation‘ |

~y 2 - o, > -

for the_fidioulous atairs. It will there be seen that the head room



¢y clere, and in order

the attic stairz

to puase

ahove hal

fror. the gecond floor

turnel r:tbh winding stepe

By the time the evercze ren hee

teken B2 viticne

heze with iz end thoupsly thier cuv & bit, we Liy proicily Irermel v 8
1i7e niztory ¢ the hcuse ecusthing e Tolicve:

trhen thle bulicing wae Iirel vzel ec & Svelling houre, 1t
ot twe finilzhed svoricc, and en unlinizhel ettie, ar’ the egize ¢f tke

houee oo the ground flocor wie

.cuth part of the house. The front
ené ertcred the little s.air hall,

Thcrc waE & resr door

woich were covered by 1

©r & Bireet.
frent ceer,
lcter dsote.
The vindorn we
1ng cre tre two uﬂper sto Ty riu ows

cn the south side neux bacL corner.

1G'—4% x 30'-g"

all glike, ond the

coneieting only qf PEeeent
coor wae cu the precert scuth elide
end this front door feced the gtreet,
énd wincove on the side orposite the
ke newer wdiiitior, built om wt &
only original ones roma.in—
haviné fifteen lights, and 100ut6d

These are the original framea and

saau. "he crookeu wavy glnse in thoae tvo windowe ie the original 411

ot ‘-»-\.

.he cl apboarding wae of the beuded kind euch ‘e¢ 1s now seen between

. 1;-'»-

thesa tﬁo windona. This little bit of alapboarding aoout two Ieet :1de

(.-.-.

and five ieet high and the two windowa Lnd taeir fremee with the mcu;ded

/ﬁi) ),_are the moat anoient part of

the o;d axterior. All the window

51119 were moulded nnea like thane two/ Thera mey. have been = 1ca.n-to

Pl P

ehed on that aide or the house opposite to ite front door. The window
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ossinge ©f the intcrior were made like those now seen irn the present
enet room. Thig rcoxm mey bave had ~the brick t=king over, or the over
mav havz been in the rocr below, where en oven 1e eeecn tozey.

The rool wie o orepulor riich roof hoving e ogotls and one
attio windom ot enst ond. TLo 2o ot L0 nreloiit osaet o £ul wuilld
ronaine.  The cilher one wel Lletler reoneved vhon the house Le ovlorped.
The cutiipnes ¢f four zirciylucer zog oulll gocn, tnd o tney Tave Lhe oenly
mothnl o vernbng ahc beours. Theo big chirrey corme ury throust the center
cf L. o0l ridpe, The sttic woo never Zinicked of, Yol =moy huve Tro-
viiel slegzpin- roore, e =zt cztch end of +he houcoe The frome ¢f 3he

L~ \house vas g1l of Le=xid heown oak tisber, nc sowed tilzber. The dntexicer

N

plastoring wes of kit peculior kori ctrons toxture, which gazve a2 falirly

smocth surface nltheusk put on in cne ccst, onto the irrszular surface

of nand spliit lathing.

Tre celling cf the roomc were rather 1ow. The doers were ell
four panel, @nd totk doocrs end windews were all hend wade, as =21r0 the
usile, hinges cné door lotores. The reriod of construction of this ori-

ginal poz:ioﬂ o prchebly sorewherée in the first Lzlf of the eipbt—-

PRSVEN - Sld

eanik century.

R N ‘Yeare passcd, probably & peod rany yeers prResed, ond 1here

< oane w time vhen the omer, or & mer owner werted 6 Yerger end more )

,\pmetent§cun bouse. It took sBome atuldy io ;erk out a woy to accomplibh
thie. Firu: tke nouze war swimg cround it right ungles, or morvad hers

»%}fcm elaenhc:c, thue bringing <the goble end to feoce the street. In any

@ vecut the old "Irent® of the houee wap made to stand at right sngles o

o~ v - . . - - v L e e
- R
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~

to the new *front®. Tke cld rcore vere rot coneldered teo be hig

enouck for the much larger ksll 2nd nev nortr perlor, =c¢ the rocome

R b SR - - - B T [ - . L- S e e

on the new firet floo: were m:=de ei-sht inches risrer lesving the old

s
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onee g2 they were rofcre, ~nd -~vodtling ool

wee ~ut thmrou~h Avnss TR oy aano

theutrt von rrnl2 Tor o thRe s corre iten Taore of b onel jtsuden
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eNG thercTore 273 four vy oolier oven o ot sl orledl Pun il Lhreg
gﬁfinian ir ko eouth chopher 20 The ony o $n oo (04 Re1l were wzlon
ou{, c0 e t0 hrve wicer end Lisher comec, vricoh -culd Vo tho oumo omp

“thoee mut dnie the nev nwort ond re~nh un tr theo acrvedice in ooserdance

witlhi ecloricld é-eigr. Tiie pot the workuen 2ntc trouvble cu the sccoond

" floor eelling, becruee it trousht the teres of the ~dndooe Tull five
jmches sbove the Yiecterel zelllug. Put remsonc s Lhoye ue woe

ingenious enousk to Lhink up 2 eclutien which has novey bLsen btenrd

of vefcre or sirce, mamely te sonmetruct ¢ rozaszzi swnco in by ¢rile

ing st each window, and these odd 14utle pockets myill remzin. All the

new windor'aashes'wer»'ﬁade with tuenty four 1iahts, and in proaing

it 18 in,nreatiﬂa tc ncte thet of this second szt ‘e window:sishes

(%]
[
o
o
)

i vitb "_1"5 *hﬂ hevse mae fidted thare zr: only 4wo windew
,J.,\_‘ V

the sa¥has 111 rsmnim. One 43 ot “Ne raar anl o° the main hol .

~

)he ‘othsr 1 cn ths acuth =1le 4in the 1:4tla etalr hall. THs rsanc

that thezs two ramain ie, that vanr: eftarwerd, whan ths naw tventy-

fcur lig it windeva had baecosrme 212 =nd cut of dote, and the owEnex re

1

placcd ther with new twelve light windoweg, he left theage two, ons in

G n bt 20 R
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oaoh hall as the fact that thcy were different from the newer ones
was not conapiauoua, either from the inside or the outside pf the |
house. And 80 there are today, on tho soutk side upper story, right
8lang in a rov, the thpee kinds of window saahes with which the old
houso héa been equipped, at three different periods in itse history.

". TWhen the addition was built the old beaded clapboards had
to oomé'off in order to get in the larger windows, and new olapboards
with piﬁin edges were put on a&ll over the house, except in the little
space on the south eide, between the two original window frames which
were léft undisturbed. ‘ '

, The gable and next Adams Street had to be cut off, and the
roof timbering patched up to provide for the construcéion of the ney
hipped roof.

All the new doore were made in six panels, instead of four
panels with which the doore of the original house were provided. IQ
cases where a room had some old and some new doors, the old foﬁz |
penel doors were tezken off, and the new six paneied doora substituted.

This happened in the two front corner rooms. The old four panel door

now resting on the attic Iloor, may be one of these discaerded doors.

There 1e some gusstion whether the porch over the present
front door wee made new at the time of making this additiom, or
whether it stood formerly over the front door of the original house.

If the élapboarding shculd be stripped off 2t the point where the

/hib)original front door was, and the wall boarding there should show the

exact imprint where this porch had been attached and removed, that
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quelticn 'ould be sottled. In ract thero are several queations 'hich
could bo determined by a little exploration.

These observations regarding this interesting old house by
no meana exhaust all that might be ‘found out about it. In faot what
is writtan here is only a boginning, and muet not be coneidered, as
final or beyond revision - as there are other unusual thingt noticeable,
for eaoh of which there 13 a reaaon, though that reason has not yet been
found ‘ '

It is imposeible at thie time (May 1934) to make as thorough
an examination in the attic or elsewhers, as is desirable, or would be
possible if the bullding was not used to utmost oapacify for storage
purroses. Whensver the building is empty, & more complete examination
shculd be made.

The firat‘floor timbering as seen in the basement, i8 not
igterest ng, as none of the original rzmains, all undoubtedly having
become decayed before being replaced by the modern constructioa now
visible there, ﬁhich appgrently was done during the middlerf the n ne-
teenth ceﬁtury. |

The 0ld briok chimnays each chow in the cellar that the house
wag pré%ably ralsed ;t some tima, neceseitating the insertion of several
feet ofknewer brick work, whioh was built in to support the much older
masonry of the chimneye above.
s~ o Owing to the fact that the addition on the north has not been

altered since built, except for the obvious alterations for business

‘ purpoaeé in recent years, that addition is not nezrly ao interesting as

ffl)the original south portion, which gives evidence of having a still
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earlier'chaptpr in history.

: ?urning back farther into the past to determine ghat was
the nature of the older portion of the building before it beoame &
dwelling. and whather or not it had any exiatence prior to that timc,
the ecidenoe tn concealed in lerge measure by the plaatering 'hich now
oovers all the walll and ceilingl. It the frame work 4f the exterior
walls and second floor timbering could be seen, 1t would not be hard
to discoier what sort of 8 building it was bofore i1t became the present
dwelling. What 1ittle can now be seen, however, indicates that changes
were mé##, changes eufffoiently marked-to demonétrato that the build- )
ing wae something else before it became the dwelling house.

There are several thkings soc far discovered which indicate
the adagtag;on of a building erected for ecme other purpcss, end coﬁ-
versiopg ;nto a dw;lling.

- Firet the upriéht oak post, about eight inches square which
is parfly cut off at the second floor level near the top 0f the stairs.
Thie pqet is plainly seen in the hall flcor and suprorte a horizontal
girt on either side. The position ¢f the post ie not the logical or
proper one, unleas there was a reason for 1t not now evident, such,
for instance as the putting in of a large exterior doorway on the first
floor, which would necessitate crewding the post over three or four
feet from the point where if would naturally be placed, that is, under
the cndea girders of the upper floor. |

It seems highly improbable, provided the stalrway and chimney
were contemplated in the erectior of the frame, that a post would be
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p‘aned vhera this one is.

o ‘“.f Second, the chimney and stairway oocupy a large part of the
space botwoen the two croes girdoru in the attic floor. These girdera
havp'nortioes (or "gains®) opposite each other all the way along om
eaahﬂgiiéar; to recelve floor joist, amd a floor to cover the entire
spacé now taken by the chimmey and stairs. It looks as though thers'
mist have been such a floor thers, which was taken out in part, when
altering the building into a dwelling, and a new joist pux in, in nnbtha:
plaoe, next the atairway, to prepare for thim oonstruction af mhlmney
and‘stairn.

Third the ohéngo in the height and epfaad of the roof, which
at one time had no projocting cornice and oame close down to tne floor

bcarda at the eaves.

-

B - The story of what happenad, 80 fzr as the evidecnae now avall-

able indicates, is this:- | ’
©  The original building ans 16'-4" x 30'-8" in size having two

atcriegﬂgndra low attic. There wss no chimney, and it was therefore not
a dwgliing house. There was BO overhanging eave, just & plaln weather
board fiat or the wall to take the roof shingles. Probably no gutter.
Possibly a2 large door on what 18 now the south sids.

~_ Later the building was made into & dwelling house. The roof
was lifted bodily, and the tenons at the bottom ends of the rafiers were
fitted into new mortises in a new set of heavy cross timbers, which were
laid acroes on top of the attic floor, with their ends projecting on
elther eido of the building. Not only was the roof lifted about eight




-

inches, but it was aleo spread and made about eight inches wider on each

side ol bhe house, thus causing the ridge to flattem down a correspond=-
ing amount, and partially tearing apart $he Jjcinte of the rafters where
theyﬂiéﬁo mortised togethar at the ridge. This change was & curious one,
beqansqzby introducing these new long cross timbers, and setting the
rafters ofito them, the roof as & whole 18 left without any attadhment
to the frame below. It is simply resting on the attic floor, with
nothing to hold it thers but its own weight. Before the ohange, the
rafters were secured by oak pins drivem through the mortises of the
fioor fimbers, which were halved amd dovetailed to the plates.

Thie change to the roof appears to have been done at a dif-
ferent, and much earlier time, than the other charnge which czme with
the additiom om the north with 4its hip rocof. The timbers which wera
introduoed acrose the floor were mostly hahd hewn, and the workmanship
is better than muck of that where the hip roof came on later. The
obiect of raising end espreading the roof wae to make pcssgible a cor-
nioe on the saves of the house.

After the roof had been reised, the chimmey was built, and
the stairs were put in tight against it, the house plastersd and fin-

ished‘éff;'with the small fifteen light windows, =nd 1t was ready to
occupy as a dwelling.

Bpme of the changes in the roof frame are very interesting,
ard partly beczuse of the gbsolute clearness of the reoprd which they

now give, regarding the two d:stinct alterations, the last of which

e {:>ccurred & century and a half ago, and the earlier one perhaps fifty

years farther back. All of the origiral attic floor timbers have today
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tha ncr;;sel which originally received the lower ends of the rafters.
Oﬁo of gho.o mortises 8till has the pin ir place which held the tenon
of the rafiar, and even a portion of the tenon, which the pin held
80 firmly that it was broken off when the roof was raised. Om tgeso

- originel floor timbers, and covering them in eome &mstances, now rest

the newsr oross beams, put in to support the roof at the time it was
raised, and these cross beams have the same kind 6! mortises &8s the
criginal ¢imbers, and carry the roof today in the same way. But later
when the mdditicn at the north was added end the roof hipped at its
front end, some of these raftere had to come out thus leaving emptf
mortieos in this second set of timbera. Bo there is the mute but
unmistakeable testimony of the two empty mortises,gne in the timber
below, a2imost hidden by the timber above, im which the second still
remains, and each as perfeot as when first wrought out from the tough
oak. Eaph in turn serve4 a useful and neoessary purpose for many a
dsoade,'bux eince the hdu-e assuned ite present hipped roof, neither
has had any useful osdupation.

‘_  Furthsr investigation might solve the mystery of the wide
boards in the floor next the fireplaces, and show the location of the
original brick baxing oven snd kitchen. There is yet much td be

-llﬁarneé_from the old house; thrse distinct chapters in whose history

are here cutlined.




